
Southland Changes
11.50am - 12.45pm

Day 1 ςGore 



Brief History
9ŀǊƭȅ aņƻǊƛ ςburning to encourage edible plants and make travel easier

European settlers ςŘŜŦƻǊŜǎǘŜŘ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǘŀƳŜΩ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ

1860s ςgold rush

1882- Dunedin shipping frozen meat

1966-1975 ςNZs first regional water quality classification system 

1949 ςaerial topdressing of superphosphate

1982 ςurea plant opened in Taranaki

1972 ςbasic 2-pond effluent treatment systems

1930s ςάōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴέ ƻŦ Ƙƛƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ

Sediment
Factory wastes

Pathogens - typhoid

Sediment with increased phosphorus

Longer grass growing season supports 
intensification and expansion of dairy farming



Wheat loading, Waimea Plains ~1899

Canton Village late 1880s

Riverton

aŀǘŀǳǊŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ όshortlived) bridge, 1913



Colonist, 18 August 1883

Thesemodest tents were the only facilities for treating a typhoid outbreak in Te
Urewera in 1924. Typhoid fever was always a threat in remote localities that
lackedreliablemeansfor separatingwater supplyandhumanwaste.

Alexander Turnbull Library, Sister Annie Henry Collection (PAColl-6098).  Reference:1/2-030884



Deforestation

McGlone(2004)



Wetland loss
2015date?



Brief Planning History
1900s ςDept. of Public Health established

1953 ςPollutionAdvisory Council created

1969 ςά{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Manapouriέcampaign starts

1984 ςeconomicrestructuring and major Invercargill flood

1967 ςNationalWater and Soil Conservation Authority established

Factory wastes

Pathogens

Growth of environmentalawareness

More robust regulation developed

1991 ςResource ManagementAct 

2011 ςNPS Freshwater Mgmt. 



Regional Changes

1919 ςSouthland Electric Power Board formed



River cuts and flood channels



1984: Upheaval
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